
 

850 Highview Drive, Antioch, IL  60002 * Phone: 847-838-8101* Fax: 847-838-8104 

BOBCAT PAUSE 
      WC Petty Elementary School 

       April 2019 

Dear Petty Families,  

We are beginning preparations for a new school year by creating class 
lists. This is a lengthy process and involves all teachers providing input 
and consideration for each child. Our intent is to create classes that 
are  conducive to learning and promote a positive learning culture. Your 
child’s  academic and social and emotional needs will be considered. In 
addition, we consider gender, instructional supports, and learning styles 
in our decisions. Some classrooms have instructional aides assigned for 
various subjects. Taking all of this in to consideration, our teachers 
make the best decisions for classroom and teacher recommendations.  
Therefore, requests for specific teachers will not be honored. As par-
ents, you have the distinct advantage of knowing your children in ways 
that are not always evident to school personnel. If you have any infor-
mation about your child (learning style, special needs, etc.) that you   
believe the school should consider as we begin the process of developing 
class lists, please put your thoughts in writing and forward the infor-
mation to me as quickly as possible but before Friday, May 3rd.  

 

Today we had the pleasure of Mr. Allan Woodrow, author of books such 
as Unschooled, Class Dismissed & The Pet War, visit our school. Stu-
dents had a chance to buy raffle tickets with their bobcat bucks to 
have lunch with him.  Twenty lucky students were chosen and had many 
questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully,  

Joanna Gerritsen 

WC Petty Principal 

 

Dates to          
Remember: 

April 23 

5th gr field trip to              
Milwaukee Zoo  

April 27  

Petty Bobcat Boosters        
Totally Awesome Family Date 

Night 6-8 pm @ Petty 

April 29 

Petty Bobcat Boosters        
Antioch Pizza Fundraiser 

(Antioch Location) 

May 1 

Petty Booster Mtg 

6:00 pm in the library 

May 7 

Game Show Gurus Assembly 

May 8 

Family Reading Night 

6:30-7:30 pm 

May 9 

5th Gr Track Meet 

May 10 

4th Grade Track Meet 

Battle of the Books Final 

May 14 

5th Grade Band Tour 

May 21 

PBIS End of Year                
Celebration 

May 22 

5th Grade to Antioch         
Theater 

May 23 

PBIS Picnic 

May 28 

Field Day 

May 30 

5th Grade Picnic 
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A note from Mrs. Bernard 

“April is National Poetry Month. To celebrate, we are discussing 
different types of poems, and I am reading some examples to 
students. We are also going to write Dada poems. Dada poetry 
is a form of expressive art that started post WWI. Artists be-
gan writing Dada poetry as a way to protest war, violence and 
nationalism. In this activity, students will randomly draw maga-
zine, clipped words from a bag. The words will be placed in the 
poem in the order they were drawn. The poems will make no 
sense, but it’s a fun activity that offers a bit of history too. 

 

The April Reading Incentive is Bookmark Challenge.  The theme 
of the bookmark must be reading, a book or a character from a 
book.  Students must turn them in no later than May 5th. Stu-
dents will vote on their top 3 favorite bookmarks. The top 3 will 
be copied and printed off for students to take. Your student 
may pick up the directions in the library or print them off at 
home from my website.  Here are a few pictures of some of the 
bookmarks students have already turned in. Thank you for con-
tinuing to encourage your students to read.  The more you know, 
the further you’ll go.” 

 



   STEM 
Students at Petty are being very innovative with technology at all grade levels. We are 
always looking for ways to create and explore new ideas with technology. 

 

2nd Grade:  

2
nd

 Grade is having fun with coding in app Scratch Jr. 

After many coding activities, which taught students to problem solve to code a game 
for certain tasks. For example: animate 2 characters to interact with each other like an 
animation. 

2
nd

 graders are now designing their own game in the app Scratch Jr. Their challenge 
is to code a game with: control buttons, moving characters, obstacles, and a win/lose 
screen. If students use tablets at home, I encourage them to explore more! 

 

3rd Grade 

3
rd

 Grade is working on their computer science/coding unit unit in an iPad app 
called Hopscotch. 

Their first activities included: creating a character that can draw a shape and create a 
program that produces a sketch. They are now creating/coding a game with a sliding 
character (using iPad’s balance), moving obstacles, and tracking a score. We will be 
wrapping up the year with 3

rd
 graders creating and coding an original game! 

 

4th Grade 

4
th

 grade is now beginning a science-focused unit on the biology of the brain/
nervous system. 

They will be exploring comparisons to computers—as they both function as an input/
output system! 

Their first activity will be creating a model (of clay) to illustrate the different regions of 
the brain. They’ll also learn about the senses with some games to illustrate how the 
brain processes information. 

 

5th grade 

5
th

 grade is now working on their computer science/coding unit. 

First, they explored how digital simulations can be used to explain natural/scientific 
phenomena. They ran an online simulation, similar to a game, in which students tried 
to change parameters to slow the spread of a world pandemic. 

Presently, they are creating/coding interactive games, which will lead them to coding 
their own simulations. One simulation will be a dinosaur ecosystem. 



MUSIC  

 

During the month of April 5th Grade studied 
how to play the note C on the recorder. They 
have also began looking into the life of com-
posers. Finally they will begin their study of 
the guitar. 4th Grade also has been doing re-
search on composers. They have studied how 
to count sixteenth notes. 3rd Grade has con-
tinued to practice notes B, A, and G on the 
recorder. Finally 2nd grade has begun working 
on songs for the Art Crawl as well as playing 
songs on the Orff instruments. 

 
Fourth and Fifth grade students are working to code their names in Sphero. They 
will use light photography app and paint to see the success of the codes they write. 
 
Third grade students have completed a video featuring artist Keith Haring. Look for 
the QR codes at Art Crawl to see the class videos! 
 
Second grade students are learning about Pop Art as they create gumball ma-
chines. 
 

   

PE NEWS 

2nd & 3rd Grade: 

Jump Rope Skills Test I,II,III 

Healthy Plate Game 

Track Hurdles 

 

4th & 5th Grade: 

Track 4 Lap Relay 

Healthy Plate Game 

Fitnessgram Sit & Reach Test 

 

 

 

2nd grade Dental Forms Due 

The state of Illinois requires a dental examination for 2nd graders 
that is due by May 15th. If you have not yet handed in your 2nd 
grade students’ dental examination form, please do so as soon as 
possible. Failure to comply by May 15 will result in your students’ 
report card being held at school.  

ART NEWS FROM MRS. JERIK 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars!!! 

This year’s Antioch Art Crawl is on May 4th, 2019. 

IDIOM DAY  4/17/19 

 






